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THE LAST WORD
They’ve been here before the pop-up 
shelter and they’ll be here after.”

Ryan Takayesu
Co-manager, McCully Bicycle & Sporting Goods, about 
homeless people in the area as the city’s HONU program  
sets up support services at Old Stadium Park

By Venus Kau‘iokawekiu  
Rosete-Medeiros

When we hear that foster 
children in Hawaii, some as 
young as 2 years old, are 

sleeping in government offices and 
hotel rooms, we must stop and ask 
ourselves: What are we doing? What 
kind of society allows its most vul-
nerable children to fall through the 
cracks of a system meant to protect 
them?

This is not a new issue. A Civil Beat 
report in 2023 brought this painful 
truth into the public eye. And yet, 
here we are again. Still. One child 
spent two months in a state office. A 
16-year-old cycled through hotel 
rooms and offices for three. These 
are not isolated incidents. They are 
warnings. They are heartbreaks. And 
they are calls to action.

Let’s be clear: these are not “prob-
lem children.” They are children in 
pain. Many have survived abuse, ne-
glect, abandonment or loss. Their so-
called “behavioral issues” are trauma 
responses —natural human reac-
tions to overwhelming circum-
stances. The real issue is not the 
child. The issue is that our system 
lacks appropriate, healing-centered 
and trauma-informed places for 
these keiki to land.

A government office or 
a hotel room is not a 
home. It is not a sanctu-
ary. It is not a place where 
children should cry them-
selves to sleep, wondering 
if they matter. In Hawaiian 
culture, we honor keiki as 
sacred, na pua o Hawaii, 
the flowers of our land. 
We do not warehouse our 
flowers. We nurture them.

Policymakers must 
move beyond temporary 
Band-Aids and invest in 
real, sustainable solu-
tions:

>> Therapeutic foster care. In-
crease funding for homes equipped 
to support youth with complex 
trauma. Caregivers must be trained, 
supported, and fairly compensated.

>> Culturally rooted healing 
homes. Fund safe, short-term group 
homes that are grounded in Hawaiian 
values of pUuhonua (a place of ref-
uge) and pilina (relationship).

>> Expand resource caregiver 
networks. Actively recruit caregivers 
from diverse communities, including 
faith-based and cultural organiza-
tions. Support them with respite, 
peer mentoring and ongoing training.

>> Prevention and early interven-
tion. Let’s stop removing children 

from their homes without 
investing in the families 
and communities that sur-
round them. Let’s provide 
mental health services, 
substance use treatment, 
and economic support be-
fore a crisis.

>> Shift power to com-
munity. We must uplift 
and provide resourcs for 
community-led solutions 
like Malama ‘Ohana, 
housed in the Hawaii Of-
fice of Wellness and Resil-
ience, which is working to 

recommend transformative changes 
to the current Child Welfare Services 
system. The answers lie not just in 
government agencies, but in the 
hearts and hands of our people.

This is our kuleana. Not just the 
Department of Human Services’ 
problem. Not just the courts. These 
are our children. Our future. We must 
stop the cycle of trauma, not rein-
force it. That means refusing to ac-
cept the unacceptable. It means 
calling for bold leadership, visionary 
investment and unwavering aloha for 
every single child in our care.

Because no keiki should ever sleep 
in an office. And no community that 
calls itself pono should allow it to 
continue.

By Brian Canevari and Logan Okita

T eachers shape the lives of our 
children and influence their 
future. We do a disservice to 

our children if we do not address the 
state’s ongoing teacher shortage so 
that students from pre-kindergarten 
to grade 12 can have a quality edu-
cation.

Only about half of Hawaii’s public 
school teachers remain in the pro-
fession after their first five years. 
The turnover rate sometimes out-
paces retirements, exacerbating the 
shortage of teachers. Not surpris-
ingly, the primary reason for the 
high turnover is Hawaii’s high cost 
of living. Many teachers simply find 
it too difficult to live on a teacher’s 
salary, especially with our state’s 
high cost of housing.

In 2013, Hawaii’s legislators came 
up with an innovative idea: optimize 
the use of existing spaces on school 
campuses and other public land for 
workforce housing, expedite build-
ing processes, and generate new rev-
enue for the state through 
public-private partnerships with de-
velopers. That vision is unfolding, 
but there is much more we can do to 
advance this vision.

A survey commissioned by the 
Hawaii Department of Education 
(DOE) in April 2024 revealed there is 
strong demand for rental workforce 
housing:

>> 41% of the respondents are 
likely to leave the DOE due to hous-
ing costs.

>> 54% are interested in employee 

workforce housing.
>> 75% of non-homeowners are 

likely to consider signing a lease if 
suitable rental housing for employ-
ees became available.

A Hawaii State Teachers Associa-
tion (HSTA) survey showed similar 
sentiments among teachers. A ma-
jority of educators agree workforce 
housing rentals would keep them 
from leaving the profession. 

The annual salary for teachers 
just beginning their career with the 
DOE is currently slightly more than 
$53,000. With deductions for health 
insurance premiums and other debt 
payments, a teacher could realisti-
cally afford between $1,200 to $1,400 
a month.

Thanks to the support of our legis-
lators, Hawaii is making headway to 
address this thorny issue. To date, 
$5 million has been secured to build 
the state’s first teacher workforce 
housing project on the Mililani High 

School campus, and another $2 mil-
lion was appropriated this past leg-
islative session. This additional 
funding is now with Gov. Josh Green 
for approval. If all goes as planned, 
this workforce housing project will 
be ready for occupancy in 2030.

The Hawaii School Facilities Au-
thority (SFA) has already identified 
25 potential workhouse housing 
sites statewide, based on set crite-
ria, including teacher demand for 
workforce housing and student en-
rollment in the area, both informed 
by DOE data. 

These sites are also close to pub-
lic transportation, located in vibrant 
communities with shopping and din-
ing, near recreational facilities, and 
comply with current zoning restric-
tions.

SFA is determined to reach its goal 
of building 2,500 rental housing units 
to serve 10% of Hawaii’s DOE educa-
tor workforce by 2030 to help more 
teachers remain in their profession.

We must continue to build more 
workforce housing, but we cannot 
stop there. HSTA recommends a mul-
tipronged approach to teacher re-
cruitment and retention. 

We must also provide housing as-
sistance to teachers; raise teacher 
wages; and provide 100% employ-
er-covered medical insurance. These 
will be key to attracting the 1,200 to 
1,500 teachers needed each year to 
serve communities across our is-
lands. Hawaii’s children deserve the 
best education possible. Let’s serve 
as innovative, collaborative role 
models to inspire them.

Foster children are everyone’s kuleana

Better housing options, better teachers

A s America braced for 
Saturday’s military cel-
ebration of President 

Donald Trump’s 79th birthday 
— and as Los Angeles con-
fronts violent protests against 
National Guard and military 
deployments for migrant ar-
rests — Hannah Arendt’s 
warnings decades ago about 
totalitarian threats to demo-
cratic institutions seem in-
creasingly prophetic.

Arendt, a German-born Jew-
ish philosopher and theolo-
gian who escaped the Nazis 
during Hitler’s rise, is proba-
bly best known for coining the 
term “banality of evil,” which 
she used to describe how 
Nazi bureaucrats murdered 
millions of Jews (and others) 
without flinching. 

Arendt, who wrote the 1963 
book “Eichmann in Jerusa-
lem,” argued that members of 
the Nazi movement weren’t all 
evil. Rather, they were rub-
ber-stamping administrators 
of mass slaughter who were 
far removed from the smoke 
of extermination camps to 
which they consigned Jewish 
men, women and children.

A controversial figure until 
her death in 1975, she is the 
subject of a new documentary 
from filmmaker Jeff Bieber, 
who was once Arendt’s stu-
dent, and Chana Gazit. “Han-
nah Arendt: Facing Tyranny” 
airs June 27 on PBS.

Arendt, who grew up in Ger-
many and was a prisoner of 
the Nazis before eventually es-
caping to the United States, 
became a lifelong student of 
tyranny and totalitarianism. 
Though also interested in ex-
istential and religious ques-
tions, as well as love, she 
explored the darkest myster-
ies of her time: How could 
they? How did we get here? 
Arendt posed these same 
questions about German Jews 
who helped the Nazis round 
up fellow Jews in exchange for 
favors and freedom.

The PBS film arrives, not 
coincidentally, at a time when 
Americans need a reminder 
on how easily a country can 
lose its moorings and its free-
dom — not overnight but 
piece by piece, enemy by en-
emy, deportation by deporta-
tion.

When she came to the 
United States as a young 
woman, Arendt’s first impres-
sion was awe that “there re-
ally is a thing called freedom.” 
America, she said, isn’t Chris-
tian, isn’t white, but is “a 
country for everyone.” Her 
sense of security was to be 
short-lived under Sen. Joseph 
McCarthy’s hunt for commu-
nists, which created familiar 
dread in Arendt. Germany un-
der Hitler’s influence similarly 
declared communists ene-
mies of the state and began 
deporting them as the coun-
try descended into hyperinfla-
tion and crisis.

Next, of course, came the 
Jews, who had migrated to 
Germany after World War I. It 
was relatively easy at that 
point for Hitler to demonize 

and later dehumanize migrant 
Jews, many of whom were 
destitute. The antisemitic nar-
rative had changed dramati-
cally by 1931, when Arendt 
says: “The most efficient fic-
tion of Nazi propaganda was 
the story of a Jewish world 
conspiracy. The Nazis acted 
as though the world were 
dominated by the Jews and 
needed a counter conspiracy 
to defend itself.”

Chillingly, Arendt wrote in 
her 1951 book, “The Origins of 
Totalitarianism,” that “the 
ideal subject was not the con-
vinced Nazi, but people for 
whom the distinction be-
tween fact and fiction no lon-
ger existed. A most cherished 
virtue is loyalty to the leader 
who, like a talisman, assures 
that ultimate victory of lie and 
fiction over truth and reality.”

I don’t need to draw a red 
arrow pointing to Trump’s 
documented lies and disdain 
for truth.

Dictatorships often begin 
with declaring an enemy to 
deflect blame for problems 
that otherwise might accrue 
to those in charge. Human be-
ings, men primarily, appear to 
need an enemy to give them 
purpose, or, perhaps, to en-
hance their self-esteem. In Hit-
ler’s case, the Germans who 
fell under his spell, said Ar-
endt, were “lonely” and 
“needy of meaning and be-
longing.”

There’s no denying similari-
ties between this description 
and Trump’s understanding of 
Americans who felt disenfran-
chised by globalization, an-
gered by our porous southern 
border, and the contempt 
they felt from the media (ab-
solutely justified) and those 
they considered elitists (also 
justified and often overlap-
ping). Obviously, the parallels 
between Hitler and the Nazis 
and Trump and the MAGA 
movement aren’t literally 
comparable. Trump’s immi-
gration program is aimed at 
deporting migrants, not exter-
minating them.

The last third of the PBS 
film focuses on Arendt in 
America and her growing 
sense that the violence of the 
1960s and thereafter could un-
dermine institutions that give 
the country its stability. Amer-
ica really can be defeated 
from within, she said. She was 
referring to the Vietnam War, 
the protests, the deployment 
of the National Guard on col-
lege campuses and the killing 
of four students at Kent State 
University.

Today, many Americans are 
very concerned, but dueling 
perceptions of reality has 
meant that at least one-third 
of the country’s voters fail to 
see Trump’s overstepping as 
dangerous. A new Quinnipiac 
poll found that 38% approve 
of the president’s perfor-
mance, but 54% do not.

Trump has made no secret 
of his admiration for dicta-
tors, kings and tyrants, whose 
worshipful minions he has 
praised with envy.

If Arendt were alive, she 
would surely have recognized 
Saturday’s embarrassing mili-
tary display for what it is. Not 
just a 250th anniversary pa-
rade to celebrate the founding 
of the Army or the president’s 
birthday, but a $45 million 
tribute to Donald Trump. Dic-
tators and their emulators 
love nothing more than a 
great, big, beautiful parade.

Be aware: Tyranny is never 
far from America’s front door 

ISLAND VOICES

Venus Kau‘io-
kawekiu Ros-
ete-Medeiros is 
president and CEO 
of Hale Kipa.

———
Kathleen Parker writes for The Washington Post.

KATHLEEN
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Brian Canevari is the Hawaii School  
Facilities Authority (SFA) program 
manager responsible for workforce 
housing; Logan Okita is vice president 
of the Hawaii State Teachers Associa-
tion and a former SFA board member.

COURTESY WRNS STUDIO

This rendering, for illustrative purposes and not the final design, offers an idea of what teacher work-
force housing on the Mililani High School campus could be like. Nonprofit developer Pacific Housing  
Assistance Corp. is partnering with the state School Facilities Authority to work on this project.


