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Typhoon is alarm bell to 
build better isle shelters

Seeing the utter devastation of 
Saipan after a super typhoon raises 
the issue of hurricane preparedness 
for Hawaii. Its power poles are virtu-
ally flattened and the power there 
won’t be restored for weeks, possibly 
months.

Years ago after Typhoon Paka, 
Guam invested in steel and concrete 
power poles and shelters, and it 
shows. The difference in infrastruc-
ture will allow Guam to recover faster, 
even though they didn’t take a direct 
hit from the latest storm.

I look around my neighborhood and 
still see the majority of power infra-
structure is wood. And many of our 
shelters are rated only for a tropical 
storm. Why aren’t we investing in at 
least better shelters and power infra-
structure? Our house is 90-plus years 
old. We have no choice but to hunker 
down under our house in case of a 
bad storm. Saipan should be a big 
wake-up call.

Mary Rydell
Kaimuki

Israel-Palestine conflict a 
collision of many issues

This is not one issue, it is many diffi-
cult issues colliding at once: security, 
terrorism, human rights, religion, his-
tory and taxpayer dollars. 

Many Americans remain divided be-
cause the Israel-Palestine conflict is 
deeply complex. Both sides hold 
strong views, real grievances and pain-
ful histories. To some, Israel is a long-
time American ally in a dangerous 
region and an important partner 
against terrorism. To others, the focus 
is Palestinian civilian suffering, military 
force, settlements and whether U.S. aid 
should come with stronger account-
ability.

History weighs heavily. The Holo-
caust, wars, terrorism and competing 
claims to the same land shape strong 
emotions. Add centuries of religious 
meaning and peace becomes even 
harder.

Many feel compassion for both 
sides, while wondering where wisdom 
and leadership can be found.

As “Star Trek’s” Capt. James T. Kirk 
said, “The prejudices people feel about 
each other disappear when they get to 
know each other.”

Phil Winter 
Henderson, Nev.

(formerly of Kihei, Maui)

Kaimuki bus route shift 
unnecessarily dangerous

As a resident who lives on Alohea 
Avenue, I read the recent column 
about the dangerous and unnecessary 
bus route changes in Kaimuki, and the 
lack of responsible or any response 
from the city Department of Trans-
portation Services or city officials 
(“Bring back essential Kaimuki bus 
route,” Star-Advertiser, Island Voices, 
April 8). I couldn’t agree more.

This is an accident waiting to hap-
pen. There are no dividing lane mark-
ings down long stretches of Alohea 
Avenue, making the blind spots, along 
with no sidewalks, benches or easily 
identifiable bus stops, all the more un-
necessary and treacherous. Buses are 
seen frequently driving down the mid-
dle of the unmarked street with few to 
no riders. Our community has tire-
lessly tried to get this situation ad-
dressed for two years, to little avail.

What and who can help protect us, 
when our meetings, letters and pleas 
go nowhere? I am pleading that some-

thing be done now to take us all out of 
harm’s way.

Sherri Kandell
Kaimuki

Amid wasteful spending, 
some city officials shine

We view daily the effect that inept 
management is having on paradise. 
We see 10 workers around a hole in 
the road, with one person actually 
working; we damage our cars going 
over roads in desperate need of re-
pair; we see funds wasted on bridges 
and a heavy “rail to nowhere,” and 
projects initiated with no planning for 
costs of future maintenance.

However, we often don’t see and 
appreciate the really outstanding city 
and county employees who daily per-
form their duties in an exemplary 
manner worthy of our praise and grat-
itude. Sincere thanks to two highly 
effective city pool managers, Ms. 
Stephanie Higa (Salt Lake) and Mr. 
Matt Oba (Kalihi). They continually 
take extra effort to ensure pool sched-
ules and status are sent via email to 
pool users. Their staff are always well 
trained, helpful and very enthusiastic 
about providing a safe and enjoyable 
environment at their pools. Mahalo!

Fred Kooker
Punchbowl

JHON AARON BORINAGA ON FACEBOOK VIA REUTERS

A screenshot from a social media video shows trees sway in strong 
winds as Super Typhoon Sinlaku approaches Saipan, Northern Mariana 
Islands, on April 14. 
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The Hawaii School Facilities Authority was cre-
ated in 2020 to clear the way for more efficient 
and cost-effective construction of school build-

ings, projects long mired in bureaucratic delays within 
the existing state structure.

Despite the starts and stops of the years since the 
authority’s founding, the SFA still has reason to hope 
for greater improvement than what taxpayers have 
seen to date.

One avenue for progress that deserves full consider-
ation is a proposal, now housed in Senate Bill 2024, to 
start a pilot program that tests a public-private part-
nership approach.

The bill would enable the SFA to enter partnerships 
with private developers in constructing three new 
schools in areas coping with rapid growth and class-
room overcrowding. As always, there are hurdles to 
overcome for these projects, but this has worked in 
other places and the lessons to be learned will make it 
worthwhile.

Some of the strongest advocacy for the bill comes 
from public charter school community leaders, who 
say establishing facilities for these schools ranks 
among their greatest challenges.

Riki Fujitani, the authority’s executive director, told 
members of the House Finance Committee that there 
are encouraging models of this approach in other 
states. One such example is in Maryland, where the 
Prince George’s County Public Schools delivered six 
new public schools through a long-term public-private 
partnership (P3) scheme that packaged design, con-
struction, financing and maintenance into a single per-
formance-based agreement.

The Maryland district still must use public funds for 
structured payments over time, but “the approach pro-
vided faster delivery, predictable costs, and long-term 
accountability for facility upkeep, Fujitani added in his 
written testimony. “This illustrates the type of model 
Hawai‘i can evaluate through this pilot program.”

The cost savings could be impressive, judging by 
the limited experience of charter schools here, said 
David Miyashiro, executive director of HawaiiKidsCAN, 
part of the nonprofit education advocacy group 
50CAN.

Kihei Charter School, serving more than 650 stu-
dents, was developed for about $18.6 million, Mi-
yashiro said, compared to $440 million for Kulanihakoi 
High School, $160 million for East Kapolei Elementary 
School and $700 million for East Kapolei High School.

Hawaii has among the highest school construction 
costs in the nation, due to familiar expense levels cov-
ering shipping, labor, strict building codes and regula-
tory costs. Miyashiro added that private partners have 
“skin in the game” for finding cost efficiencies.

There is concern about some of the proposed 
changes, to be sure. For example, United Public Work-
ers, which represents maintenance workers among 
other blue-collar employees in public schools, is wor-
ried that the bill would allow maintenance to be part of 
a development deal, with the public-work tasks con-
tracted out privately.

In addition, Schools Superintendent Keith Hayashi 
noted that schools on state-owned property can re-
quire Department of Education approval or trigger 
other regulations.

Even if these provision becomes barriers for devel-
opment of conventional schools or charter schools 
converted from DOE campuses, SB 2024 could provide 
a good testing ground for development innovations as 
a pilot for three startup charter schools.

And when the SFA reports on the progress of deals 
as scheduled in the 2027 Legislature, that could illumi-
nate cost-saving methods that could apply broadly to 
schools statewide.

This would be a learning experience, one that ulti-
mately would benefit students — which is what 
counts.

OFF THE NEWS

New partners for 
school buildings

SNAP benefits boosted for isle storms
With the last of three severe weather episodes in the 

rear-view mirror, the state wants to help families that 
lost food due to power outages or other crisis causes. 
The Department of Human Services has set April 29 as 
an application deadline for households eligible for Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) bene-
fits to get replacements benefits.

There’s also a waiver allowing SNAP benefits to be 
used for prepared and hot foods, now through May 16. 
That last assist results from federal approval of the 
emergency status. Information: https://bit.ly/snapaid.

Low unemployment, lower participation
Hawaii’s unemployment rate of 2.2% seems good, in-

dicating few of those seeking work can’t find it. How-
ever, about 39 out of 100 islanders aged 16 or older 
aren’t working or looking, making Hawaii’s “labor force 
participation rate” a strikingly low 60.7% — partly due 
to an aging population, with nearly 18% 65 or over.

It’s worth watching the reasons another 21% stay on 
the sidelines; these include giving up on the job hunt, 
poor health, parenting or caring for an aging parent. 
Meanwhile, jobs in health care, public school educa-
tion and skilled trades are hard to fill, as higher pay and 
more affordable housing elsewhere continue to lure 
prime candidates away.


