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Pentagon reverts to ‘Pacific Command’ for Hawaii-based HQ

The Pentagon has moved 
to have its Oahu-based com-
mand that overseas all oper-
ations across the Pacific and 
parts of the Indian Ocean 
revert to its old name. On 
Wednesday the Pentagon 
announced that it has made 
the decision to “restore”
the U.S. Indo-Pacific Com-
mand at Camp Smith to its 
original name of U.S. Pacific 
Command.

On multiple social 
media accounts, the military 
posted a statement 

asserting that “restoring the 
legacy USPACOM designa-
tion honors the command’s 
deep historical roots, foster-
ing a sense of pride and col-
lective spirit among all who 
serve in the Pacific.”

On Thursday the Associ-
ated Press reported that the 
change used the same legal 
work-around the Trump ad-
ministration used to give the 
Department of Defense the 
“secondary title” of “Depart-
ment of War,” citing a memo 
reviewed by its reporters. 
That would mean that the 
command would still legally 
be known as INDOPACOM, 

and would require an act of 
Congress to officially re-
name it back to PACOM.

Originally established as 
PACOM by President Harry 
Truman in 1947, it is the 
oldest — and largest — of the 
U.S. military’s combatant 
commands that oversee its 
global operations. Service 
members and civilians work-
ing in the command fre-
quently describe their large 
area of operations as span-
ning “Hollywood to Bolly-
wood and polar bears to 
penguins.”

“From its critical role in 
establishing the post-WWII 

regional security architec-
ture to its coordination of 
joint forces during the 
Korean War, the Vietnam 
War, and countless humani-
tarian operations, the USPA-
COM namesake carries 
decades of military heritage 
and enduring regional part-
nerships,” the command said 
on its social media accounts.

The move comes eight 
years after it was renamed 
INDOPACOM during Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s first 
term.

“In recognition of the in-
creasing connectivity be-
tween the Indian and Pacific 

oceans, today we rename the 
U.S. Pacific Command to U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command,” said 
then-Defense Secretary 
James Mattis during a cere-
mony in May 2018. “Over 
many decades this command 
has repeatedly adapted to 
changing circumstances and 
today carries that legacy for-
ward as America focuses 
west.”

The new name was meant 
to align with the concept of 
the “free and open Indo- 
Pacific,” a framework first 
championed by Japanese 
foreign policy wonks and 
leaders that has since been 

enthusiastically embraced 
by American leaders and 
many of their allies.

It was widely seen as a 
challenge to China, which 
has been increasing military 
operations and sought to
increase its influence across 
both the Pacific the Indian 
Oceans. Beijing also asserts 
it has exclusive sovereign 
authority over almost all of 
the South China Sea — a 
critical waterway linking the 
two oceans that a third of all 
international trade travels 
through.

By Kevin Knodell
kknodell@staradvertiser.com

Hawaii’s first affordable 
workforce housing project 
designed specifically for 
public school teachers has 
cleared a milestone after two 
years of planning, redesigns 
and community outreach.

The Hawaii School Facili-
ties Authority announced 
that the final environmental 
assessment for Kumelewai 
Hale, a 95-unit affordable 
rental housing project 
planned on the campus of 
Mililani High School, has 
been completed. The mile-
stone allows nonprofit de-
veloper Pacific Housing 
Assistance Corporation to 
move forward with permit-
ting, financing and final 
design work.

Although the develop-
ment will be on Mililani High 
School property, project offi-
cials said residents and stu-
dents will have limited 
interaction. The housing 
complex will have its own 
entrance from Meheula 
Parkway and will be sepa-
rated from school opera-
tions by fencing and 
security measures.

Construction is expected 
to begin in late 2027, with 
the first residents projected 
to move into the develop-
ment mid-2029.

The project is intended to 
help address one of the 
state Department of Educa-
tion’s most persistent chal-
lenges — recruiting and 
retaining teachers amid Ha-
waii’s high cost of living.

“The project is special be-
cause it’s really intended for 
teachers,” Lacey Shima-
bukuro, development proj-
ect manager for Pacific 
Housing Assistance Corpo-
ration, said. “It’s to help the 
DOE so that our kids in 
classrooms have consistent 

Mililani
teacher
housing
complex
on track
for 2027
By Victoria Budiono
vbudiono@staradvertiser.com
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44TH U.S. PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

By Julie Bosman
New York Times

I
t took more than a decade of planning, a messy 
court battle with preservationists and years of 
plodding construction, but the Obama Presi-
dential Center was finally unveiled on the South 
Side of Chicago on Thursday.

The opening was a star-studded party, concert 
and celebration, the rare event that drew four for-
mer presidents standing together onstage — George 
W. Bush, Bill Clinton and Joe Biden, along with 
Barack Obama. (An invitation was not extended to 
President Donald Trump, who recently compared 
the center with a trash heap.) The Roots kicked off 
the event; Christina Aguilera gave a rendition of 
“What a Wonderful World;” Bruce Springsteen sang 
“Land of Hope and Dreams.”

Obama, who was born in Honolulu and spent his 
childhood on Oahu, recalled arriving in Chicago 
from New York more than 40 years ago, driving a 
beat-up car so stuffed with possessions that he 
couldn’t see out the rear window.

LEGACY
BUILDING

Obama center opens in Chicago with presidential lineup

Please see OBAMA, A6

JONATHAN ERNST / REUTERS

Former President Barack Obama and former fi rst lady Michelle Obama took the stage Thursday at the dedication ceremony for the 
Obama Presidential Center in Chicago.

PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS / POOL VIA REUTERS

Former presidents Joe Biden, left, Barack 
Obama, George W. Bush and Bill Clinton 
joined for a photo Thursday ahead of the 
dedication ceremony.

More photos 
are available at 
staradvertiser.
com.
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“It was here, in this city, 
the city of broad shoulders, 
that I found what I was look-
ing for,” he said.

The exhibits of the mu-
seum focus not just on poli-
cies, he said, but on 
democracy’s shared values.

“I hope this center will 
serve as an affirmation of 
just how special, how pre-
cious, our democracy truly 
is,” Obama said.

In a speech, former first 
lady Michelle Obama drew a 
sharp contrast between the 
Obama era and the current 
state of American politics.

As president, she told her 
husband, you rescued the 
economy, expanded health-
care and comforted Ameri-
cans through tragedies. And 
in an implicit rebuke to 
Trump, she added that 
Barack Obama did it all while 
enduring attacks on his 
birthplace and patriotism.

“You did it all with such 
grace and class and cool 
that you made the hardest 
job in the world look like a 
walk in this beautiful park,” 
she said, as the former pres-
ident looked down and 
wiped away tears.

The presidential center 
was created “as a monu-
ment to our unshakable val-
ues,” Michelle Obama said, 
even during “anxious and di-
visive times.”

For Chicagoans, the open-
ing of the $850 million, 19-
acre museum campus has 
been a long time coming: It 
was two mayors ago, in 2015, 
when Barack Obama an-
nounced that the museum 
would be built in his adopted 
hometown of Chicago. Since 
then, the museum and every-
thing that has come with it 
— a playground, a public li-
brary, a sledding hill — has 
slowly come together in 
Jackson Park, near the Uni-
versity of Chicago campus.

The Obama Foundation, 
which has paid for the new 
center with private dona-
tions, said that 250 people 
would work at the museum, 
and 1 million people were 
expected to visit the cam-
pus each year. Tickets are 
$30 for adults, discounted to  
$26 for Illinois residents.

On the morning of the 
opening, under sunny skies, 
Chicagoans unfolded lawn 
chairs and blankets to 
watch on a giant screen 
from the grassy expanse of 
the Midway Plaisance, 
blocks from the museum.

And hundreds of invited 
guests gathered at the mu-
seum next to the 225-foot 
granite-covered tower that is 

sometimes called the  
Obamalisk. They included 
former Vice President  
Kama la Harris; Rep. Nancy 
Pelosi, D-Calif.; Gov. Gavin 
Newsom of California; foreign 
dignitaries; and a who’s who 
of Chicago boldface names. 
(Both Stephen Colbert, the 
former late-night host, and 
Martin Nesbitt, the board 
chair of the Obama Founda-
tion, wore tan suits in a wink-
ing homage to Obama.)

Rep. Mike Quigley of Illi-
nois, a Democrat, milled 
around the crowd, saying 
that as he looked at the mu-
seum before him, he was re-
membering when Obama 
lost his first bid for Congress, 
more than 25 years ago. The 
two sat down for breakfast at 
a greasy spoon in Chicago, 
and Quigley assured the 
young, dejected Obama that 
better things were ahead.

“I never imagined this,” 
Quigley said.

LL Cool J, the actor and 
rap luminary, said that the 
museum reminded him of 
the inspiration of the Obama 
era.

“It’s not about nostalgia, 
but it’s about possibility,”  
he said. “I think this is  

inspiration for every young 
child in the world, but espe-
cially in America.”

The museum is not just a 
reminder of Obama’s presi-
dency, said Rahm Emanuel, 
a chief of staff in Obama’s 
White House and former 
Chicago mayor who helped 
bring the museum here.

“For the city as a whole, 
it’s a billion-dollar infusion 
of an investment that pays 
dividends way beyond the 
billion dollars, specifically 
on the South Side,” Emanuel 
said. “This is generational.”

Alexi Giannoulias, the Illi-
nois secretary of state and a 
longtime friend of Obama, 
said he had been inundated 
by friends and acquain-
tances who were asking for 
help securing tickets to the 
museum. (Tickets are al-
ready sold out through  
November.) Giannoulias 
brought his family for a 
sneak peek of the museum 
last month and found him-
self moved to tears, he said.

The museum will “bring 
visitors and investment to 
the South Side, celebrate a 
historic presidency with 
deep roots in our city and 
serve as a reminder that the 

city remains a place where 
big ideas and big projects 
can thrive,” he said, adding 
that the center brought a 
certain sense of pride to Chi-
cagoans because of Obama’s 
connection to the city.

The Obamas have always 
emphasized that this mu-
seum was not intended to 
be a traditional presidential 
library, but also a commu-
nity hub, a sprawling cam-
pus with a garden, a 
basketball court and perfor-
mance spaces. Obama’s re-
cords will be stored by the 
National Archives.

The museum was built 
along Lake Michigan in Jack-
son Park, at the edges of 
Woodlawn and South Shore, 
neighborhoods that experi-
ence frequent gun violence 
— in April, a 16-year-old boy 
waiting for a bus outside 
Hyde Park Academy was 
shot to death, just two 
blocks from the presidential 
center. Residents said they 
had mixed feelings about the 
museum: hope that it will 
bring more development to 
the neighborhood but also 
fear that it will usher in so 
much gentrification that 
their rents will go up.
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In 2016 the Chinese mili-
tary opened the People’s 
Liberation Army Support 
Base in Djibouti — its first 
official overseas base — 
and Beijing has advocated 
for a Chinese-funded canal 
project in Thailand that 
would give its military and 
merchant ships a shortcut 
between the Pacific and In-
dian Oceans. However, 
many Chinese officials have 
publicly rejected the idea 
that there is such a thing as 
an “Indo-Pacific” region.

Since 2018, the U.S. 
and India have moved to 
deepen military and eco-
nomic cooperation. Troops 
and warships from India 
and other South Asian na-
tions have trained in  
Hawaii and regularly par-
ticipated in the Rim of the 
Pacific exercises.

But tariffs levied by the 
Trump administration 
against India last year and 
the U.S. and Israeli war 
against Iran this year that 
has rocked the global econ-
omy have strained relations 
and complicated planning 
for U.S. commanders in  
Hawaii.

On March 4, the Pearl 
Harbor-based submarine 
USS Charlotte became the 
first American sub since 
World War II to sink an en-
emy ship when it torpe-
doed the Iranian warship 
IRIS Dena off the coast of 
Sri Lanka. The controver-
sial attack widened the 
conflict, bringing the war 
into INDOPACOM’s area of 
operations.

On March 20, Iranian 
forces launched at least two 
intercontinental missiles at 
the joint U.S.-U.K. base on 
the island of Diego Garcia 
— a critical military logis-
tics hub in the Indian Ocean 
— showing greater range 
than most analysts though 

Iranian missiles were capa-
ble of, though neither suc-
cessfully hit its target.

This month, India’s for-
eign ministry lodged a 
“strong protest” and de-
manded a meeting with 
U.S. diplomats after a U.S. 
military strike during en-
forcement of a blockade in 
the Strait of Hormuz killed 
Indian civilian sailors 
aboard an oil tanker.

For well over a decade 
now, many U.S. leaders 
have sought a “Pivot to 
Asia,” in hopes of shifting 
resources from the Middle 
East and Europe to focus 
on critical trade routes 
linking Asia’s booming 
economies to the global 
market and to challenge 
China’s rising power.

But during Trump’s  
second term, his adminis-
tration has proposed shift-
ing diplomatic and military 
resources to the Western 
Hemisphere to focus on 
cracking down on immigra-
tion and drug cartels 
across Latin America and 
the Caribbean.

Since last year, Trump 
has ordered a series of 
deadly at-sea strikes 
against alleged drug traf-
fickers and he began this 
year by ordering a raid  
into Venezuela to capture 
President Nicolas Maduro. 
Trump has repeatedly 
stated that a future military 
operation against Cuba 
could be next.

However, in its state-
ment on its name change, 
the military said the 
Hawaii- based command’s 
“vast area of responsibility 
— spanning from the wa-
ters off the West Coast of 
the United States to the 
western border of India — 
remains exactly the same. 
The command’s fundamen-
tal mission and its unwav-
ering commitment to 
maintaining a free and 
open theater alongside  
regional allies and partners 
are unchanged.”

teachers that are hopefully 
not moving to the mainland.”

The development’s prog-
ress comes after significant 
changes to the original  
proposal.

In 2024, the School Facili-
ties Authority issued a re-
quest for proposals seeking 
developers to create afford-
able rental housing for 
teachers. Pacific Housing 
was selected later that year 
after conducting focus 
groups with current and fu-
ture educators to better un-
derstand their housing 
needs and priorities.

The original proposal 
called for a 109-unit building 
on a portion of the Mililani 
High School campus occu-
pied by the school’s agricul-
ture program. However, the 
location generated opposi-
tion from residents and 
school community members 
who were concerned about 
the loss of educational 
space and increased traffic 
near a busy intersection.

“There was a lot of push-
back,” said Cheri Nakamura, 
policy and program officer 
for the School Facilities  
Authority.

Nakamura said commu-
nity members repeatedly ex-
pressed support for teacher 
housing while objecting to 
the proposed site.

“The school community 
and the broader community 
were not thrilled with that lo-
cation,” she said. “They kept 
saying, ‘We’re not against 
teacher housing. We want to 
help recruit and retain teach-
ers, but that particular place 
is not in line with the com-
munity’s desire.’”

The School Facilities Au-
thority and Pacific Housing 
spent months meeting with 
neighborhood boards, school 
leaders and residents before 
relocating the project to a 
site closer to the school’s ath-
letic facilities, an area that 
had been identified as a po-
tential location in the original 
request for proposals.

Relocating the project to a 
site near the school’s ath-
letic facilities required multi-
ple design revisions and 
reduced the number of 
planned units from 109 to 95.

Nakamura said the proj-
ect’s early challenges 
prompted SFA to place a 
greater emphasis on proac-
tive outreach and communi-
cation with community 
stakeholders as similar proj-
ects move forward.

The approximately  
$80 million project will con-
sist primarily of one- and 
two-bedroom apartments in 
a five-story building with 
four levels of residential 
units above a parking struc-
ture. Planned amenities in-
clude a fitness center, 
recreation space, a chil-
dren’s playground, a teacher 

resource room and pet-
friendly accommodations.

Many of those features 
were developed directly 
from teacher feedback gath-
ered during focus groups.

Among the requests from 
educators was a shared re-
source space where teach-
ers could prepare classroom 
materials and collaborate 
outside of school hours.

“The teachers said that 
they had to go to school 
early to use the copy ma-
chines and lamination ma-
chine,” Shimabukuro said. 
“We wanted to create an area 
where teachers can gather 
and share their ideas and 
work together on projects 
that will be for their classes.”

Project leaders also are 

considering programs fo-
cused on financial literacy 
and homeownership  
education.

Priority for the apart-
ments will be given to DOE 
teachers, followed by other 
DOE employees. If vacancies 
remain, units could eventu-
ally be offered to members 
of the public who meet in-
come requirements.

According to Pacific Hous-
ing, rents are expected to  
be set below the maximum 
levels typically allowed for 
affordable housing develop-
ments, though final rent lev-
els will depend largely on 
financing.

The project has received 
a $2 million appropriation 
from the Legislature to  

support pre-development 
work. Additional state fund-
ing or grants could help re-
duce borrowing costs and 
allow rents to be lowered 
further, project officials 
said.

The DOE 2024 Employee 
Housing Survey found that 
35% of DOE employees are 
cost-burdened by housing 
expenses, affecting both 
renters and homeowners. 
Employees struggling with 
housing costs were also 
more likely to identify them-
selves as a retention risk, 
with 41% of respondents 
saying they were likely to 
leave their job because of 
housing costs. The chal-
lenges were particularly 
pronounced among newer 

employees: 43% of workers 
with less than five years of 
service reported being 
cost-burdened, while 49% 
identified themselves as re-
tention risks.

The survey also found 
strong interest in workforce 
housing, with Mililani rank-
ing as the most desirable lo-
cation on Oahu among 
respondents, followed by 
Kaneohe and Kapolei.

With the environmental 
review now complete, Na-
kamura said the project is 
entering its next phase.

“The next phase is going 
to be permit applications,” 
she said.

For leaders, the develop-
ment represents more than 
just a housing project.

As Hawaii’s first teacher 
workforce housing initiative, 
it is also being viewed as a 
test case for future public- 
private partnerships on 
state land.

Nakamura recently  
highlighted the project  
at Hawaii’s inaugural Public- -
Private Partnership Summit, 
where she shared lessons 
learned from the planning 
process and community  
outreach efforts. Officials 
hope the development can 
serve as a model for future 
workforce housing projects 
aimed at supporting essen-
tial workers.

“We want it to be an exam-
ple of what can be done in a 
different way,” Nakamura 
said.
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JONATHAN ERNST / REUTERS

Former Vice President Kamala Harris and her husband, Douglas Emhoff, at-
tended the dedication ceremony Thursday. Below, a screen showed former Presi-
dent Barack Obama speaking as people attended a watch party of the live event 
at the Midway Plaisance Park.
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DEFENSE DEPARTMENT / 2025

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, left, and Adm. 
Samuel Paparo, commander of then U.S. Indo- 
Pacific Command, salute at a ceremony at Camp 
Smith on Oahu. Hegseth was in Hawaii to visit isle 
headquarters before traveling to Asia.

WRNS STUDIO RENDER

Kumelewai Hale, Hawaii’s first teacher workforce housing project, is planned for 
the Mililani High School campus. The 95-unit affordable rental housing develop-
ment is expected to serve state Department of Education teachers and staff.


