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The Honolulu Star-Advertiser strives to 
make its news report fair and accurate. If 
you have a question or comment about 
news coverage, call Marsha McFadden, 
managing editor/news, at 808-529-4759 or 
email city editors at cityeditors@
staradvertiser.com.

911 REPORT

Woman dies after pedestrian 
hit-and-run in Waipahu

A 25-year-old woman was killed early 
Sunday morning in a hit-and-run collision 
in Waipahu, police said.

The woman was in the roadway outside 
a marked crosswalk on Kupuohi Street 
near Polina Place when an unidentified 
motorist traveling north struck her at 
about 1:56 a.m., according to the Honolulu 
Police Department. The motorist contin-
ued north without stopping to render aid.

The woman was pronounced dead at 
the scene. Speed does not appear to be a 
contributing factor, and police have not 
determined whether alcohol or drugs were 
involved.

The death marks Oahu’s 32nd traffic fa-
tality of 2026, compared with 68 at the 
same time last year.

Anyone with information is asked to call 
the HPD Traffic Division at 808-723-3413. 
The investigation is ongoing.

Man hurt after being hit by 
car on H-1 on-ramp in Kunia

A man estimated to be in his 20s is in 
critical condition after he was struck by a 
vehicle while crossing the H-1 eastbound 
on-ramp in the Kunia area early Sunday 
morning.

At about 4:50 a.m., a 60-year-old man 
was driving a vehicle on the H-1 eastbound 
on-ramp near Kunia Road when he struck 
a man crossing the street outside of a 
marked crosswalk, according to Honolulu 
police.

Honolulu Emergency Medical Services 
treated the unresponsive pedestrian and 
transported him to an emergency room in 
critical condition.

3 hurt in Nimitz Highway 
rollover by Sand Island

Three people were injured in a single-ve-
hicle rollover crash early Sunday morning 
near Nimitz Highway and Sand Island Ac-
cess Road.

A Department of Law Enforcement dep-
uty sheriff was clearing cones in the mid-
dle of the roadway that appeared to be 
placed there by others in the area, accord-
ing to an emailed statement. The sheriff 
immediately got out of the way when he 
heard a loud engine sound from a vehicle 
barreling toward him. He called the Hono-
lulu Police Department, Honolulu Fire De-
partment and Emergency Medical Services 
to respond.

The driver lost control of the vehicle, 
which veered off the road, crashed into 
the guardrail and landed in a ditch. The 
deputy sheriff ran to the vehicle to rescue 
the three individuals trapped inside the 
burning vehicle.

“Additional DLE deputies who immedi-
ately arrived on scene, extinguished the 
fire and assisted in extracating the occu-
pants from the car,” according to DLE in a 
statement. ”HFD arrived shortly after and 
began stabilizing the occupants. EMS took 
over stabilizing the injured and trans-
ported them to area hospitals.” 

Honolulu Emergency Medical Services 
responded to the crash at about 3:15 a.m. 
and treated a 20-year-old woman and a 
19-year-old man, both of whom suffered se-
rious injuries. A 22-year-old man was in-
volved in the crash but declined 
treatment.

All three were transported to emergency 
rooms, EMS said.
———
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Today’s ship arrivals and departures:

HONOLULU HARBOR

AGENT  VESSEL  ETA  ETD  BERTH

HAS  Koningsdam  5:45 a.m.  –  sea to 2B
HAS  Aurora/ATB-116  –  7 a.m.  30 to sea
HAS  SC Equator  1 p.m.  –  sea to Anc. D
HAS  Koningsdam  –  9 p.m.  2B to sea

SHIP AHOY!

CORRECTIONS

Hilo Hawaiian-immersion
preschool set to open in 2028

Tonga opera star Ta‘u Pupu‘a makes film debut

A new immersion pre-
school in Hilo, next to the 
‘Imiloa Astronomy Center, 
is scheduled to open in 
2028 to help meet growing 
demand for Hawaiian-
language education.

Through a partnership be-
tween the University of Ha-
waii at Hilo, the Hawaii State 
Charter School Commission 
and Aha Punana Leo, the 
school will provide early 
childhood education in Ha-
waiian for up to 80 prekin-
dergarten students.

It also will provide profes-
sional development oppor-
tunities for students in UH 
Hilo’s Kahuawaiola Hawaiian 
and Indigenous Teacher Ed-
ucation Program, as well as 
other students on campus, 
said Ka Haka ‘Ula o Ke‘eliko-
lani College of Hawaiian Lan-
guage Executive Director 
Ka‘iu Kimura.

“Our college here at UH 
Hilo, one of our purposes, or 
our responsibilities, is to de-
velop educators, teachers, 
administrators, curriculum 
developers fluent in the Ha-
waiian language that can 
support Hawaiian medium 
education, not just here in 
East Hawaii, but throughout 
the state,” she said. “And so 
the idea of building out a 
preschool program that 
would directly be on cam-
pus and in close proximity 
to the college would pro-
vide, in essence, a labora-
tory space where we could 
train educators through the 
school.”

She said that according to 

data from the U.S. Census, 
Hawaiian is the fastest grow-
ing non-English language 
spoken in homes across the 
state, increasing from 18,400 
speakers in 2016 to 27,338 in 
2024. In Hawaii County spe-
cifically, the spike has been 
even more significant, more 
than doubling from about 
5,000 to 11,279 speakers.

Kimura said she believes 
the increase is the result of 
efforts that began in the 
1980s to revitalize and pre-
serve the Hawaiian language 
after years of suppression 
following the overthrow of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom.

“Forty years after major 
efforts were initiated fo-
cused in on returning and 
renormalizing our Hawaiian 
language as a living language 
here in Hawaii, we’re seeing 
the fruits of that labor in 
terms of the growing popula-
tions within our communi-
ties that are raising their 
children and managing their 
homes through the Hawai-
ian language,” she said.

Education, she added, has 
played a large role in making 
that resurgence possible 
and, as the number of speak-
ers grows, so too does the 
demand for Hawaiian lan-
guage school programs, es-
pecially for young learners. 
With the county’s few exist-
ing immersion preschools at 
full capacity, she said there 
is a need for additional 
programs.

“We have to keep up with 
that demand. We have to 
keep developing the capacity 
for teachers, administrators 
and speakers who can flour-
ish in any domain in any 

workforce that they choose 
to seek out in adulthood,” 
Kimura said. “Starting when 
children are very young in 
their formative ages, pre-
school level, and even 
younger, building commu-
nity, building schools, build-
ing places where people 
gather and conduct every-
thing through Hawaiian lan-
guage, so that these children 
are now growing up with Ha-
waiian language as their first, 
or major language, that’s 
helping to raise them.”

The new ‘Imiloa preschool 
campus will feature four 
classrooms equipped to 
support 20 students each as 
well as outdoor play spaces, 
according to Douglas Culli-
son, a program manager for 
the Hawaii School Facilities 
Authority, which has been in 
charge of overseeing the de-
sign and build out of the 
campus.

A contract for the con-
struction was recently 
awarded to Nan Inc., and 
Cullison said work is sched-
uled to start in March.

Kimura said the plans for 
the campus were designed 
with the existing landscape 
and natural features in mind.

“‘Imiloa’s landscape is so 
dedicated to our Native Ha-
waiian ethnobotany, and so 
we want to continue that in 
this space of the pre-K,” she 
said. “So we are dedicating 
the play zones and the out-
door spaces modeled 
around that concept of ‘Imi-
loa’s landscape.”

Construction is expected 
to take slightly over a year, 
putting the school on track 
to open in fall of 2028, in 

time for the 2028-29 school 
year. Kimura said details 
about the enrollment pro-
cess and tuition are still be-
ing worked out.

Funding for the construc-
tion of the school comes 
from the Ready Keiki initia-
tive, a statewide effort to ex-
pand access to early 
learning programs. The 
funding for the operation of 
the school, she said, will 
stem from a combination of 
sources including the uni-
versity, the Charter School 
Commission and other pub-
lic and private partners.

Kimura said she hopes 
the school will provide qual-
ity educational opportuni-
ties and contribute to 
sustaining and perpetuating 
the Hawaiian language.

“There’s so much codified 
in any language, not just the 
literal meanings expressed 
through words, but just ev-
ery language has its own 
way of communicating, its 
own way of articulating, how 
we engage with each other, 
how we see the world, and 
it’s so important to maintain 
that and not lose that, be-
cause really the diversity of 
perspective is important,” 
she said.

“I think in Hawaii, being 
this small, isolated landmass 
in the middle of the Pacific, 
this is the only place where 
Hawaiian language is native 
to and belongs, and so los-
ing that language would defi-
nitely lose invaluable 
perspectives that help 
shape and inform how we 
communicate and interact 
and understand the world 
around us.”

Ta‘u Pupu‘a was 5 when 
his family moved from Tonga 
to Salt Lake City. The family 
struggled financially, but Pu-
pu‘a excelled at football. He 
attended college on a foot-
ball scholarship and upon 
graduation was drafted by 
the Cleveland Browns.

Everything was on track 
for a stellar career in the NFL 
when a crushed foot in prac-
tice ended everything.

Pupu‘a returned home, 
spent a couple of months 
pondering his fate and even-
tually decided he was going 
to go to New York City to 
study voice and become an 
opera singer.

He didn’t know anyone in 
New York but found a place 
to live and got a job in a 
restaurant across the street 

from the Metropolitan Opera 
where he could meet opera 
stars and study them: What 
did they eat? What did they 
not eat? What did they drink? 
What did they not drink?

Pupu‘a had been working 
in the restaurant for three 
years when Maori opera 
star Kiri Te Kanawa had a 

meet-and-greet in the Metro-
politan Opera bookstore. He 
stood in line for hour to meet 
her and when his chance 
came, he told her his story 
and shared his dream.

Te Kanawa became his 
mentor, arranging an intro-
duction to the head of the 
vocal department at Jul-
liard, but it was Pupu‘a’s 
natural talent that got him 
through the several rounds 
of audition performances 
that earned him a full schol-
arship at the famed private 
conservatory.

Pupu‘a graduated from Jul-
liard with an Artist Diploma 
in Opera Studies in 2011. He 
has been singing opera — in 
German, French, Italian, Rus-
sian, and Czech — in Europe, 
Asia and the mainland United 
States ever since.

Filmmaker Mark Harris 
thought the story of Pupu‘a’s 

success was too good not to 
share. He contacted Pupu‘a, 
and they then partnered with 
producer/co-writer Monica 
Foley to create a 10-minute 
documentary, “The Plat-
form,” that tells his story. Pu-
pu‘a makes his film debut 
playing himself in scenes the 
re-create his experiences in 
New York in the mid-1990s.

“In a world that often de-
mands a lifetime of singular 
focus, Ta‘u’s journey reminds 
us what’s possible when we 
refuse to be confined by con-
ventional limits,” Davis said 
recently. “It’s a meditation on 
resilience, identity, and the 
power to redefine oneself 
when the world stops believ-
ing in second chances.”

“The Platform” screens 
Oct. 26 and Oct. 29 in the 
46th Hawai‘i International 
Film Festival at Consolidated 
Theatres Kahala.

By Grace Inez Adams
Hawaii Tribune-Herald

By John Berger
jberger@staradvertiser.com
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Ono grinds
Shy Castillo of Hawaiian X Puerto Rican Grinds served up lunch to a customer on the grounds of Honolulu 
Hale on Wednesday during the Hale Eats lunch wagon fundraiser. The event was hosted by the mayor and 
City Council to benefi t the Aloha United Way nonprofi t organization. 
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